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The  maps  above  compare  soil  moisture  levels  during  the  2000  growing  season  with  the  1999 
season.  The  Balkans  (Hungary,  Romania,  Serbia,  and  Bulgaria)  have  been  unfavorably  dry 
since  late  winter.  Widespread  drought  and  record  high  temperatures  covered  almost  the  entire 
area  of  eastern  Europe  by  June.  The  drought  lasted  until  July  in  the  north  (Poland,  Czech 
Republic  and  Slovakia)  and  through  August  further  south.  While  fall  planted  crops  managed 
to  survive  fairly  well  under  the  poor  weather  conditions,  spring  planted  crops  did  not.  The  vast 
majority  of  corn  grown  in  eastern  Europe  is  in  the  Balkan  countries  of  Romania,  Hungary, 
Serbia  and  Croatia,  where  the  most  severe  drought  occurred.  Although  temperatures  across 
eastern  Europe  moderated  in  July,  the  drought  continued  in  the  south  and  extreme  heat 
returned  to  the  Balkans  in  August.  The  withering  corn  crop  developed  ahead  of  schedule  due  to 
the  excessive  heat.  Harvesting  should  now  be  underway  in  the  southern  regions. 
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Conversion  Table 


Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Com,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


Romania:  Com  Production  Falls  to  30  Year 

Low  as  Drought  Continues 

Romanian  com  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  5.5  million  tons,  down  from  7.5 
million  last  month,  and  down  from  the  five- 
year  average  of  10. 1  million.  Com  production 
has  been  reduced  as  a  severe  drought 
accompanied  by  record  high  temperatures 
continued  to  dominate  southeast  Europe 
throughout  the  summer.  Cooler  weather  and 
some  showers  did  arrive  in  July,  but  were 
quickly  replaced  by  additional  heat  and  dryness 
in  August.  Cooler  temperatures  and  some 
rainfall  have  recently  entered  the  region  but 
came  too  late  to  benefit  the  mature  summer 
crop.  This  year’s  drought  is  probably  the 
harshest  that  Romania  has  experienced  in  the 
past  50  years,  and  has  reduced  com 
production  to  the  lowest  level  in  more  than 
thirty  years.  Temperatures  often  soared  into 
the  upper  30's  C,  and  because  of  the  extreme 
heat,  crops  are  maturing  earlier  than  normal. 

Russia:  Harvest  Reports  Indicate  A  Larger 

Wheat  Crop 

Russia  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  36.5  million  tons,  up  2.5  million 
or  7  percent  from  last  month  and  up  5.5 
million  or  18  percent  from  last  year.  Harvest- 
progress  reports  through  early  September 
show  that  yield  is  up  16  percent  from  the  same 
time  last  year.  The  crop  has  benefitted  from 
generally  favorable  weather  throughout  the 
country.  Higher  fertilizer  use  has  been 
reported  and  may  have  contributed  to  the 
better  yield  which  is  estimated  at  1.6  tons  per 
hectare,  second  highest  in  7  years. 

Canada:  Wheat  and  Bariev  Production 

Forecasts  Fall  on  Reduced  Area  and  Yield 


Canada’s  2000/01  wheat  production  is 
estimated  at  26.0  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
from  last  month  and  down  3  percent  from  last 
year.  Estimated  harvested  area  fell  0. 1  million 
hectares  from  last  month  to  10.9  million,  but  is 
up  5  percent  from  last  year.  The  area  change 
reflects  the  August  Statistics  Canada  report. 
Statistics  Canada  reported  that  low  rainfall  in 
the  western  prairies  had  a  negative  impact  on 
wheat  yields,  especially  durum  wheat. 
Estimated  wheat  yields  were  very  favorable  in 
the  eastern  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Manitoba, 
but  the  wheat  crop  is  heavily  concentrated  in 
the  western  provinces.  Roughly  one-fourth  of 
the  crop  is  grown  in  Alberta,  which  has  been 
very  negatively  affected  by  the  dry  growing 
season.  Saskatchewan  grows  about  half  the 
wheat  crop  and  has  experienced  some  dry 
conditions,  especially  near  its  western  border 
with  Alberta.  Barley  production  is  estimated  at 
14.0  million  tons  in  2000/01,  down  0.5  million 
from  last  month,  but  up  6  percent  from  last 
year.  Estimated  area  has  dropped  from  4.8 
million  hectares  to  4.7  million,  again  reflecting 
the  August  Statistics  Canada  report.  Much  of 
the  lost  area  came  from  Alberta.  Almost  half 
the  barley  crop  is  grown  in  Alberta,  where 
barley  yields  have  been  more  negativity  affected 
by  dry  weather  than  have  wheat  yields. 

Spring  planting  conditions  were  dry  across  the 
prairies,  causing  concern  that  the  crops  would 
not  germinate  properly.  However,  a  benefit 
from  the  dry  spring  was  that  farmers  could 
plant  early,  a  key  consideration  in  a  climate 
where  the  first  fall  freeze  sometimes  damages 
the  crops.  The  spring  rains  arrived  several 
weeks  late  but  were  adequate  for  most  of  the 
prairies.  Extreme  southern  Alberta  did  not 
receive  enough  rain  to  grow  a  normal  crop, 
while  rainfall  in  northern  Alberta  and  western 
Saskatchewan  was  adequate.  Eastern 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  received  very 


September  2000 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 


6 


favorable  rain,  while  Ontario  and  Quebec 
received  heavy  rainfall  throughout  the  season. 
Unusually  cool  weather  in  June  and  early  July 
delayed  crop  development.  However,  by  mid- 
July  the  prairies  warmed  to  normal 
temperatures.  The  warm  weather  in  late  July 
and  August  speeded  crop  development  and  has 
allowed  prairie  farmers  to  harvest  slightly 
ahead  of  normal.  In  the  second  week  of 
September,  heavy  rain  delayed  the  harvest  in 
parts  of  the  prairies,  but  this  event  should  not 
significantly  hurt  yields. 

Brazil:  Winter  Wheat  Production  Lower  due 

to  Frost  in  July 

Brazil’s  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  1.8  million  tons,  22  percent  below 
last  month  due  to  a  July  frost.  Wheat  output 
is  estimated  28  percent  below  the  1999/2000 
crop  of  2.5  million  tons.  Harvested  area  is 
estimated  at  1.35  million  hectares,  up  14 
percent  from  last  year.  Yield  is  currently 
forecast  at  1.7  tons  per  hectare,  about  19 
percent  below  last  year’s  record  yield  of  2.1 
tons.  The  two  key  wheat  producing  states  of 
Parana  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  collectively 
produce  more  than  90  percent  of  the  wheat 
crop.  Wheat  is  generally  planted  during  April 
to  mid-June  and  harvested  during  September 
to  November.  A  prolonged  drought  and  a 
series  of  freezes  adversely  affected  the  wheat 
crop  in  the  southern  state  of  Parana  on  the 
13  th  and  14th  of  July,  and  again  on  the  17th 
and  18th. 

Pakistan:  Cotton  Estimated  Higher  on 

Increased  Area 

Pakistan’s  2000/01  cotton  crop  is  estimated  at 
7.7  million  bales,  up  0.4  million  from  last 
month,  but  down  0.7  million  or  8  percent  from 
last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  2.95 
million  hectares,  up  0.2  million  from  last 
month  and  unchanged  from  last  year.  Despite 


dryer  than  normal  conditions  in  the  cotton 
areas,  the  vast  majority  of  the  irrigated  areas 
have  received  sufficient  irrigation  supplies  thus 
far  this  season.  Harvesting  in  the  Sindh  is  well 
underway,  while  the  peak  harvesting  period  in 
the  Punjab  will  begin  in  mid-September. 

South  Africa:  Com  Production  Falls  as  Area 

Drops 

South  Africa’s  2000/01  com  production  is 
estimated  at  9.0  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
or  5  percent  from  last  month  and  down  12 
percent  from  the  1999/2000  bumper  crop  due 
to  lower  estimated  area.  Planted  area  for 
2000/01  is  forecast  to  drop  by  4  percent  to  3.7 
million  hectares,  as  commercial  com  farmers 
are  expected  to  respond  to  low  prices,  high 
production  costs,  and  excessive  stocks  by 
shifting  from  com  to  oilseeds  or  leaving  land 
fallow.  Planting  will  commence  in  October 
following  the  start  of  the  rainy  season  and 
continue  through  December. 

EU- 1 5 :  Wheat  Production  Falls  Due  to 

Heavy  Rains 

Total  EU-15  wheat  production  is  forecast  at 
104.2  million  tons  for  2000/01,  down  1  percent 
from  last  month,  but  up  8  percent  from  last 
year.  Wheat  area  is  up  strongly  throughout  the 
EU- 1 5  this  year  due  to  changes  in  the  Common 
Agricultural  Policy  that  favored  grains  over 
oilseeds.  This  month’s  loss  of  0.7  million  tons 
is  almost  entirely  due  to  lower  estimated  yields. 
Estimated  production  losses  in  France  and  the 
United  Kingdom  outweighed  gains  in  Germany, 
Denmark  and  Sweden.  Germany’s  estimated 
output  increased  0.3  million  tons  to  2 1 .6  million 
as  the  crop  was  less  severely  affected  by  dry 
conditions  in  eastern  areas  than  previously 
thought.  Denmark’s  estimated  crop  increased 
0.3  million  tons  to  4.7  million,  while  Sweden’s 
estimate  increased  0.2  million  tons  to  2.5 
million.  Both  countries  received  excellent 
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rainfall  and  average  temperatures  during  the 
gro\ving  season.  France’s  estimated  harvest 
fell  1.0  million  tons  to  37.0  million  and  the 
United  Kingdom’s  estimated  harvest  dropped 
0.5  million  tons  to  16.5  million.  Both 
countries  received  excessive  rain  as  their 
wheat  neared  harvest  time,  with  the  rain 
ultimately  delaying  harvest  work  long  enough 
to  adversely  affect  the  crop. 

Pakistan:  Rice  Estimated  Lower  on 

Reduced  Irrigation  Supplies 

Pakistan’s  2000/01  rice  crop  is  estimated  at 
4.3  million  tons  milled  basis,  down  0.6  million 
from  last  month  and  down  0.9  million  from 
last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  2.25 
million  hectares,  down  0.15  million  from  last 
month  and  down  0.27  million  from  last  year. 
Rice  area  was  reduced  in  the  Sindh,  as  farmers 
planted  less  rice  this  season  due  to  low 
irrigation  supplies  at  the  start  of  the  season, 
and  as  they  shifted  to  more  sugarcane  because 
relative  prices  favored  sugarcane  over  rice. 
Yield  is  also  forecast  to  decline  slightly  due  to 
a  delayed  start  of  the  planting  season. 

Australia:  Bariev  Estimated  Up  on  Higher 

Yields 

Australia’s  2000/01  barley  crop  is  estimated  at 
5.9  million  tons,  up  0.6  million  from  last 
month  and  up  1.4  million  from  last  year. 
Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  3.0  million 
hectares,  up  0.15  million  hectares  from  last 
month  and  up  0.7  million  from  last  year. 
Growing  conditions  have  been  average  to 
good  over  much  of  the  grain  belt;  however, 
conditions  in  South  Australia  have  been  very 
good  with  barley  yield  forecast  to  be  well 
above  average. 


Uzbekistan:  Drought  Reduces  Wheat 

Harvest 

Uzbekistan  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  3.5  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
or  13  percent  from  last  month  and  down  0.1 
million  or  3  percent  from  last  year.  According 
to  Uzbek  officials,  water  shortages  caused 
significant  damage  to  the  wheat  crop  as  well  as 
others  crops.  Wheat  production  will  fall  far 
short  of  some  earlier  projections  which  had 
been  around  4.7  million  tons. 

Hungary:  Com  Production  Drops  from 

Effects  of  Drought 

Hungary’s  2000/01  com  production  is 
estimated  at  5.0  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
or  9  percent  from  last  month  and  down  29 
percent  from  last  year’s  bumper  crop  of  7.0 
million.  The  decrease  in  production  comes 
despite  an  upward  adjustment  in  harvested  area 
of  0. 1  million  hectares.  Drought  conditions 
occurred  in  June,  with  a  brief  rainy  period  in 
July,  after  which  drought  returned  in  August. 
Above  normal  temperatures  hurt  the  crop  in 
June  and  August  while  temperatures  averaged 
near  normal  in  July.  Any  additional  rainfall  that 
may  be  received  from  here  on  will  not  benefit 
yield  because  of  the  crop’s  level  of  maturity. 

Total  Foreign:  Oilseed  Minor  Changes  Mostly 

Lower 

Estimated  total  foreign  oilseed  production  for 
2000/01  is  down  0.5  million  tons  to  215.3 
million  this  month,  based  on  declines  in  a 
number  of  countries.  India  soybeans  are  down 
200,000  tons  as  various  sources  indicate  lower 
planted  area.  A  decline  in  the  Australia 
rapeseed  estimate  of  200,000  tons  is  also 
attributed  to  lower  planted  area.  Turkey 
sunflowerseed  production  is  reduced  125,000 
tons  due  to  dryness  in  the  principal  growing 
region  of  Thrace.  The  Romania  sunflowerseed 
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estimate  is  reduced  100,000  tons  while 
Bulgaria  sunflowerseed  is  reduced  70,000  tons 
due  to  extended  drought.  A  100,000  ton 


decline  in  French  rapeseed  due  to  excessive 
rains  at  harvest  is  offset  by  a  100,000  ton 
increase  in  French  sunflowerseed  attributed  to 
favorable  growing  conditions. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  2 

World  Crop  Production  Summary 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  12 

Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region 

Production 

Change  i  n 

Production 

1998/99 

Prel. 

1999/00 

2000/01  Proj. 
Aug.  Sept 

From  last  month 

From  last  yeair 

Miiiion  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

4.32 

5.03 

5.15 

5.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

2.31 

Philippines 

1.35 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.32 

1.38 

1.38 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

4.55 

india 

0.70 

0.73 

0.75 

0.75 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

3.45 

Mexico 

0.21 

0.20 

0.24 

0.24 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

16.26 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.17 

0.17 

0.17 

0.17 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.00 

-11.76 

Others 

0.52 

0.53 

0.53 

0.53 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.00 

-0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.62 

6.22 

6.43 

6.43 

0.00 

0.00 

0.21 

3.31 

Malaysia 

2.79 

3.10 

3.20 

3.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

3.23 

Indonesia 

1.71 

1.92 

2.00 

2.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

4.17 

Nigeria 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.54 

Coiombia 

0.10 

0.10 

0.11 

0.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

5.00 

Thailand 

0.08 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.97 

Zaire 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.56 

Others 

0.45 

0.46 

0.48 

0.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

3.49 

PALM  OIL 

World 

19.20 

21.07 

22.08 

22.08 

0.00 

0.00 

1.01 

4.79 

Malaysia 

9.76 

10.50 

11.10 

11.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

5.71 

Indonesia 

5.80 

6.50 

6.80 

6.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.30 

4.62 

Nigeria 

0.74 

0.76 

0.80 

0.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

5.26 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.31 

0.31 

0.32 

0.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.61 

Colombia 

0.49 

0.50 

0.51 

0.51 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.00 

Thailand 

0.40 

0.71 

0.72 

0.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

1.84 

Zaire 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.25 

0.24 

0.25 

0.25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.94 

Others 

1.32 

1.41 

1.44 

1.44 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

2.49 

September  2000 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  19-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  September 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  September  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
10.6  million  tons  (2.0  percent)  and  ranged  from  -30.7  to  13.1  million  tons.  The 
September  projection  has  been  below  the  final  1 1  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1999/00  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest  Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

—Mi 

lion  metric  tons— 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

2.0 

10.6 

-30.7 

13.1 

11 

8 

U.S. 

1.0 

0.7 

-1.4 

2.5 

7 

12 

Foreign 

2.3 

10.4 

-30.9 

12.0 

11 

8 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

1.5 

12.3 

-39.4 

20.7 

14 

5 

U.S. 

3.7 

8.3 

-21.5 

26.0 

13 

6 

Foreign 

1.6 

9.2 

-23.3 

11.6 

12 

7 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.3 

7.8 

-24.1 

3.4 

17 

2 

U.S. 

4.5 

0.2 

-0.5 

0.4 

10 

8 

Foreign 

2.4 

7.9 

-24.4 

3.6 

17 

2 

SOYBEANS 

World 

3.0 

3.4 

-9.3 

4.7 

12 

7 

U.S. 

4.6 

2.6 

-5.5 

4.6 

9 

10 

Foreign 

5.5 

3.2 

-10.0 

4.6 

10 

9 

—Mill 

Ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

3.4 

2.8 

-10.9 

9.5 

11 

8 

U.S. 

4.7 

0.7 

-1.9 

2.4 

10 

8 

Foreign 

4.0 

2.7 

-11.2 

9.8 

10 

9 

UNITED  STATES 

- / 

/lillion  bushels - 

CORN 

4.0 

302 

-846 

885 

13 

6 

SORGHUM 

4.7 

31 

-69 

81 

10 

8 

BARLEY 

2.7 

12 

-29 

36 

8 

11 

OATS 

5.9 

15 

-19 

44 

4 

14 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1998/99  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  19  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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MAP  2 

_ August  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 

Filling  to  Maturing 
Com:  Silking* 


United  States 
Small  Grains;  Harvesting 
Com,  Soybeans, 
Sorghum,  &  Cotton: 
Filling 


Mexico 

Com  &  Sorghum:  Filling 


Brazil 
Coffee,  Citrus,  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Europe 
Com;  Maturing 
Small  Grains;  Harvesting 
(South) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Small  Grains:  Harvest  (West); 

Filling  (East) 

Com,  Sunflowers,  &  Sugarbeets: 
Filling 

Cotton:  Filling  (([Central  Asia) 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Flowering*  (Sahel): 
Harvesting  (Coast) 


South  Asia 
Oilseeds: 

Vegetative  to  Flowering* 
Grains  (Rice);  Heading* 
Cotton:  Vegetative 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Harvesting 
(Keitya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Ethiopia) 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Filling 
Early  Rice:  Filling 
Single  Rice:  Maturing 
Late  Rice:  Vegetative 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice:  Filling 
Com:  filling  to  Mature 


Australia 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Planting(North); 
Pre-Planting  (South) 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat:  Harvesting 


Europe 

Grains;  Harvesting 


Rapeseed;  Planting 

- m 


5  Wheat:  Heading* 


Australia 
Wheat:  Vegetative 


Argentina 
Wheat:  Vegetative 
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MAP  3 


_ Septe 

Summer  crops 


ber  Normal  Crop  Calendar 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed 
Harvesting 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers,  &  Sugaibeets: 

Mostly  Filling 
Small  Grains:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Early  Harvesting  (Central  Asia) 


Europe 

Com  &  Sunflower:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Harvesting  (Spain,  Greece) 
Sugaibeets:  Harvesting 

(France,  Germaiy) _ 


United  States 
Com,  Soybeans, 
Sorghum,  &  Cotton: 
Maturing 

Small  Grains:  Harvesting 


South  Asia 

Oilseeds:  Pod  Forming 
to  Filling* 

Cotton:  Flowering* 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Flowering*  (Sahel) 
Harvesting  (Coast) 
Secondary:  Planting 
(coast) 


Mexico 

Com  &  Sorghum:  Maturing 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Harvesting 
(Keitya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Ethiopia) 


Brazil 

Coffee:  Blooming 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Australia 
Cotton:  Planting 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Argentina 

Com  &  Cotton:  Planting 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Harvesting 
Late  Rice:  Heading* 

Southeast  Asia 
Rice:  Maturing 
Com:  Harvesting 

^ 

Winter  crops 


United  States 
Grains:  Planting 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat:  Planting 


Former  Soviet  Unwn 
Grains:  Vegetative(North); 
Planting  (South) 


Europe 

Grains:  Planting  (England,  Denmark) 
Rapeseed:  Planting 


Chma 


Grams:  Plantmg 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Filling  to 
Mature 


Argentina 
Wheat:  Vegetative  to 
Heading* 


Australia 
Wheat:  Vegetative  to 
Heading* _ 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


Australia:  Rain  Maintains  Favorable  Winter 

Grain  Conditions.  But  More  Will  Be  Needed 

During  the  last  week  of  August  and  the  first 
week  of  September  2000,  beneficial  rains 
continued  to  sweep  across  the  winter  grain 
growing  areas  of  Western  Australia  and 
southeast  Australia.  This  moisture  was 
especially  welcomed  in  the  west,  where  nearly 
all  crop  areas  received  at  least  10  millimeters 
of  rainfall  per  week.  Temperatures  averaged 
near  normal,  and  the  absence  of  damaging 
frost  aided  development  of  vegetative  grains 
and  oilseeds.  More  rainfall  will  be  needed 
during  September  and  early  October  as  winter 
grains  advance  through  their  reproductive 
stage.  In  Queensland,  the  light  rain  that  fell 
during  the  week  of  August  27  was  not 
sufficient  to  meet  crop  moisture  demands  and 
brought  only  limited  relief  to  the  area’s 
dryness.  Queensland’s  growing  areas 
experienced  temperature  highs  in  the  low  30's 
degree  Celsius.  While  Queensland  isn’t  the 
major  winter  grains  growing  area,  its  winter 
grain  production  can  account  for  up  to  9 
percent  of  the  county’s  total  production. 
Being  further  north,  grains  in  Queensland  in 
September  advance  through  heading  and  filling 
earlier  than  the  bulk  of  the  country’s  crop. 
More  rain  is  needed  in  Queensland  to  preserve 
the  already  declining  yield  potential  of  winter 
grains. 

China:  Typhoons  Increase  Rainfall 

Distribution 

While  rainfall  during  August  brought  drought 
relief  to  summer  crops  in  Manchuria  and  kept 
summer  crops  well  watered  in  southern  China, 
much  of  the  North  China  Plain  was  drier  than 
normal.  Driest  areas  were  Hebei,  northern 
Shandong,  and  Henan.  Summer  crops, 
particularly  com  and  soybeans,  advance 


through  the  “moisture  critical”  filling  stage 
during  August.  On  August  10,  Typhoon 
Jelawat  brought  heavy  showers  to  the  eastern 
province  of  Zhejiang  as  well  as  northern 
Jiangxi  and  southern  Anhui.  That  same  week, 
widespread  showers  across  the  rest  of  central 
and  southern  China  maintained  favorable 
moisture  supplies  for  rice.  On  August  22, 
Super  Typhoon  Bilis  stmck  southeastern 
Taiwan,  producing  torrential  rains  and 
damaging  the  rice  crop.  Bilis  then  stmck 
mainland  China  and  spread  heavy  showers 
across  Fujian,  eastern  Guangdong,  Jiangxi,  and 
Zhejiang,  causing  some  flooding  and  storm 
damage  to  late  double-crop  rice  and  sugar 
cane.  During  the  week  of  August  27  through 
September  2,  moderate  to  heavy  showers  fell 
across  the  mostly  dry  eastern  North  China 
Plain.  As  well  as  providing  drought  relief  to 
filling  summer  crops,  the  rainfall  increased  soil 
moisture  for  upcoming  winter  wheat  planting. 
These  showers  were  associated  with  the 
passage  of  Typhoon  Prapiroon  in  the  nearby 
Yellow  Sea.  The  heaviest  rainfall  (200  -  300 
millimeters)  occurred  in  northern  Jiangsu, 
causing  some  local  flooding  and  slovsdng 
single-crop-rice  harvesting.  Lighter  amounts 
fell  farther  west  in  Henan  and  southern  Hebei. 
In  southern  China  that  week.  Tropical  Storm 
Maria  made  landfall  near  Hong  Kong.  The 
storm  and  its  remnants  produced  moderate  to 
heavy  showers  from  southern  Guangdong 
northwestwards  into  Hunan. 

Mexico:  Rainfall  Timely  But  Below  Normal 

for  Com  Crop 

During  August,  com  in  the  major  growing 
areas  of  Mexico  advanced  from  the 
reproductive  to  the  “moisture  critical”  filling 
stage.  During  September,  the  crop  will 
progress  through  maturity  with  the  harvest 
beginning  in  October.  This  season’s  rainfall 
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has  been  timely  but  generally  lower  than 
normal,  with  much  of  the  growing  area 
receiving  only  half  of  the  normal  seasonal 
rainfall.  August  started  with  scattered 
showers  favoring  com  across  most  of  the 
southern  plateau  com  belt.  However,  portions 
of  the  central  com  belt  (Michoacan  and 
Guanajuato)  were  dry.  During  the  week  of 
August  6  -  12,  Michoacan  and  Nayarit 
remained  dry,  while  widespread  showers 
covered  the  rest  of  the  central  and  eastern  com 
belt,  boosting  moisture  supplies  for  com. 
Heavier  showers  (up-to  200  millimeters) 
covered  Veracmz,  boosting  moisture  supplies, 
but  did  cause  some  local  flooding.  As  tropical 
activity  increased,  moderate  to  heavy  showers 
also  fell  across  the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  During 


the  week  of  August  13  -  19,  the  central  and 
western  growing  areas  received  the  bulk  of  the 
rainfall,  providing  timely  moisture  for  com. 
Eastern-  and  southern-most  growing  areas, 
like  Veracmz  and  the  Yucatan  Peninsula,  were 
favorably  drier  after  the  prior  weeks’  heavy 
rains.  From  August  20  -  26,  scattered  showers 
fell  across  the  main  com  belt,  providing  some 
moisture  for  com.  The  heaviest  rain  fell  in  the 
states  of  Jalisco  and  Mexico.  While  rainfall 
returned  to  Veracmz,  dryness  prevailed  across 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula  and  Guerrero  and 
Oaxaca.  During  August  27  through 
September  2,  showers  provided  moisture  for 
corn  across  the  eastern  growing  areas  while 
dryness  returned  to  the  west. 
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FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


2000/2001  World  Coarse  Grain  Production  Rebounds  From  Last  Year 

Despite  Losses  in  Eastern  Europe  and  China 


The  world’s  coarse  grain  (com,  barley,  oats, 
sorghum,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grains) 
production  for  2000/2001  is  forecast  at  881.7 
million  tons,  up  4.7  million  from  last  year  as 
gains  in  the  United  States  offset  the  17.5 
million-ton  decline  in  the  foreign  sector.  Most 
of  the  drop  in  foreign  output  occurred  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  China.  A  protracted 
drought  in  Eastern  Europe  reduced 
production,  while  in  China  a  shift  in  planting 
from  coarse  grains  into  other  crops  and  dry 
conditions  through  July  in  several  key  growing 
areas  reduced  expected  production.  The 
United  States,  the  world’s  largest  producer  of 
coarse  grains,  is  forecast  to  produce  285.5 
million  tons  this  season,  32  percent  of  the 
world’s  total  output.  See  Table  4-9  for  total 
coarse  grain  area,  yield,  and  production. 

EU-15:  Com  production  is  forecast  at  38.5 
million  tons  for  2000/01,  up  1.3  million  from 
last  season  and  matching  the  1997/98 
production  record.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  a 
record  9. 17  tons  per  hectare,  2  percent  above 
the  previous  record  of  9.03  in  1997/98. 
Estimated  area  harvested  is  unchanged  from 
last  year  at  4.3  million  hectares.  In  France,  the 
com  crop  is  predicted  to  achieve  its  second 
largest  production  and  yield  ever  at  16.0 
million  tons  and  9.01  tons  per  hectare 
respectively.  The  French  record  for  both 
production  and  yield  was  set  in  1997/98.  The 
com  crop  is  concentrated  outside  the  area  of 
northeastern  France  that  received  damaging 
heavy  rains  this  season.  In  Italy,  a  record  high 
area  estimate  of  1.1  million  hectares  and  a 
record  high  yield  estimate  of  9.82  tons  per 
hectare  following  favorable  weather  have 
combined  to  create  a  record  high  production 


estimate  of  10.8  million  tons. 

European  Union  barley  production  is 
estimated  at  51.3  million  tons,  up  5  percent 
from  1999/2000,  while  area  declined  2  percent 
from  last  season  to  an  estimated  10.7  million 
hectares.  France  and  Denmark  are  both 
expected  to  have  above  average  yields,  while 
Spain’s  estimated  yield  increased  40  percent 
year-to-year  to  a  record  3.32  tons  per  hectare. 
This  extreme  increase  in  the  yield  occurred 
because  Spain  experienced  a  devastating 
drought  last  year  and  very  favorable  rains  this 
year.  Spain’s  expected  barley  production  in 
2000/01  is  10.8  million  tons,  3.4  million  tons 
above  last  year. 

European  Union  oat  production  is  estimated  at 
6.6  million  tons,  up  8  percent  or  0.5  million 
tons  from  1999/2000.  Area  is  estimated  at  2.0 
million  hectares,  unchanged  from  last  season. 
Reductions  in  the  French  and  German  crops 
are  outweighed  by  increases  in  the  Italian, 
Finnish,  and  Swedish  crops.  Italy,  Finland, 
and  Sweden  all  planted  roughly  the  same  area 
as  the  previous  year,  but  favorable  weather 
this  growing  season  boosted  yields  close  to  the 
record  in  Finland  and  Sweden,  and  matched 
the  record  in  Italy.  There  was  a  dramatic 
change  between  last  year  and  this  year  for 
Finland  and  Sweden  since  Scandinavia’s  grain 
crop  was  damaged  by  overly  wet  conditions 
last  year. 

Eastern  Europe:  The  countries  included  in 
eastern  Europe  have  suffered  through  a 
widespread  drought  during  the  2000/01 
season.  While  the  northern  regions  saw  the 
drought  break  in  July,  little  reprieve  was 
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experienced  in  the  Balkans  as  dry  weather  and 
high  temperatures  remained  throughout  the 
season.  The  2000/01  com  harvest  in  eastern 
Europe  is  estimated  at  19.7  million  tons  from 

6.5  million  hectares.  Production  is  estimated 
to  drop  36  percent  from  last  season  with 
harvested  area  falling  8  percent.  Individually, 
Romania’s  com  output  is  forecast  to  drop  to 

5.5  million  tons  (48  percent)  from  a  bumper 
crop  of  10.5  million  last  season.  Hungary, 
with  slightly  more  favorable  weather,  is 
expecting  a  crop  of  5.0  million  (although  its 
still  29  percent  below  the  bumper  1999 
harvest).  The  countries  of  the  former 
Yugoslavia  are  expected  to  see  a  26-percent 
drop  in  com  production,  down  to  7.0  million 
tons.  Bulgaria,  stmggling  with  severe  drought 
and  high  temperatures,  is  estimated  down  50 
percent  to  800,000  tons.  Poland,  Czech 
Republic,  and  Slovakia,  all  relatively  small 
producers,  will  see  combined  production 
totaling  1 .2  million  tons,  down  from  last  year’s 
1.8  million.  Barley  production  in  eastern 
Europe,  although  reduced,  fared  better  than 
com.  The  majority  of  the  crop  is  fall  sown  and 
was  harvested  before  the  drought  became  too 
severe.  Total  barley  production  is  estimated  at 
8.0  million  tons,  down  17  percent  from  last 
year.  Area  dropped  9  percent  to  3.0  million 
hectares.  Poland’s  barley  crop  is  estimated  to 
have  fallen  to  2.9  million  tons  from  3.4  million 
in  1999/00.  The  Czech  Republic’s  2000/01 
barley  production  at  1.8  million  tons,  is 
estimated  18  percent  below  last  season’s  crop. 
Romanian  barley  is  estimated  at  700,000  tons, 
down  300,000  from  last  season.  Bulgarian 
barley  is  down  slightly,  and  estimated  at 
650,000  tons.  Barley  in  the  former  Yugoslavia 
increased  100,000  tons  over  a  disappointing 
1999/00  season.  Poland,  by  far  the  largest 
producer  of  oats  in  eastern  Europe,  is 
estimated  to  produce  1.3  million  tons,  which  is 
a  drop  of  12  percent  from  last  season.  The 
other  countries  of  eastern  Europe  produced  a 


combined  1.0  million  tons  of  oats,  which  was 
also  down  from  last  season. 

Canada:  Barley  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  14.0  million  tons,  up  0.8  million 
tons  from  last  year.  Area  is  estimated  at  4.7 
million  hectares,  up  0.6  million  hectares  from 
last  year  due  to  strong  global  demand  for  feed 
barley  and  strong  prices  for  malting  barley. 
The  yield  is  predicted  to  be  2.98  tons  per 
hectare,  below  the  3.05  five-year  average. 
Canadian  barley  yields  suffered  this  year 
because  parts  of  the  Province  of  Alberta, 
which  grows  half  Canada’s  crop,  experienced 
dry  conditions  throughout  the  growing  season. 
Oat  production  is  estimated  at  3 .6  million  tons, 
unchanged  from  last  year  despite  a  0.5  million 
hectare  gain  in  area  to  1.5  million.  Yield  this 
season  is  estimated  near  the  five-year-average 
of  2.48  tons  per  hectare.  Last  season,  Canada 
achieved  its  second  highest  yield  for  oats  of 
2.60  due  to  unusually  favorable  rains  across 
the  prairies. 

FSU-12:  Coarse  grain  production  for  the 
FSU-12  is  estimated  at  44.7  million  tons, 
down  0.9  million  from  last  month,  but  up  4.3 
million  from  last  year.  The  largest  producers 
of  the  FSU;  Russia,  Ukraine,  and  Kazakstan; 
account  for  more  than  85  percent  of  output. 
Coarse-grain  production  in  Russia  for  2000/0 1 
is  estimated  at  25.8  million  tons,  up  4  million 
or  18  percent  from  last  year.  The  major 
coarse  grains  in  Russia  are  barley,  rye,  oats 
and  com  with  2000/01  production  estimated  at 
13.0  million,  5.5  million,  4.5  million,  and  2.0 
million  tons,  respectively.  Coarse  grain  area  is 
estimated  at  20.2  million  hectares,  down  0.4 
million  or  2  percent  from  last  year.  Coarse 
grain  production  benefitted  from  generally 
good  weather  throughout  the  season,  and  yield 
is  forecast  to  increase  significantly  from  last 
year.  However,  spring  sowing  was  marked  by 
significant  weather-related  delays  which  could 
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push  the  growing  season  back,  increasing  the 
risk  of  frost  damage  and  a  late  season 
reduction  in  yield.  In  the  Ukraine,  coarse 
grain  production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at 
10,2  million  tons,  up  0.3  million  or  3  percent 
from  last  year.  The  primary  coarse  grains 
produced  in  the  Ukraine  are  barley  with 
2000/01  production  estimated  at  6.0  million 
tons  and  com  at  2.0  million.  Coarse  grain  area 
is  estimated  at  6.5  million  hectares,  up  0.9 
million  or  16  percent  from  last  year.  Severe 
drought  prevailed  in  parts  of  southern  Ukraine 
during  May  and  June,  and  was  followed  by 
heavy  rain  in  July.  Because  of  the  persistently 
unfavorable  weather,  barley  production  is 
forecast  to  fall  from  last  year’s  6.4  million 
tons.  Com  output,  however,  is  forecast  to 
increase  slightly  from  last  year,  when  severe 
drought  in  1999/2000  forced  farmers  to 
abandon  roughly  half  the  sown  com-for-grain 
area  dropping  production  to  a  five-year  low  of 
1.7  million  tons.  Coarse-grain  production  in 
Kazakstan  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  2.3 
million  tons  including  2.0  million  of  barley, 
down  0.4  million  or  16  percent  from  last  year. 
Area  is  estimated  at  2. 1  million  hectares,  up 
0.1  million  or  6  percent  from  last  year. 
Weather  has  been  generally  favorable  for 
spring  grains  in  Kazakstan  this  year,  but  the 
yield  is  not  expected  to  match  the  near-record 
level  of  last  year,  when  growing  conditions 
were  nearly  ideal. 

Argentina:  Com  production  for  2000/2001, 
which  accounts  for  nearly  80  percent  of 
Argentina  coarse-grain  output  is  forecast  at 
16.5  million  tons,  up  0.5  million  or  3  percent 
from  1999/2000  due  to  a  minor  increase  in 
area.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  3.2  million 
hectares,  up  0. 1  million  or  3  percent  compared 
to  last  year.  However,  the  amount  of  area 
planted  will  depend  on  the  relative  prices  of 
com  and  soybeans  as  well  as  other  market 
conditions  at  the  time  of  planting.  Planting  of 


the  crop  begins  in  mid-September  and 
continues  through  December.  Last  year’s 
early-season  dryness  caused  planting  delays 
and  prevented  fiilfillment  of  original  planting 
intentions.  Drought  in  Entre  Rios  province 
and  adjacent  areas  reduced  yields  and  lowered 
output.  However,  above-average  to  average 
yields  elsewhere  compensated  for  the  lower 
output  from  drought-stricken  areas.  Yield  for 
the  2000/01  crop  is  forecast  at  5.16  tons  per 
hectare,  nearly  equal  to  the  previous  two  years 
and  slightly  above  average. 

China:  Coarse-grain  output  for  2000/01  (com, 
sorghum,  millet,  barley,  and  oats)  is  124.6 
million  tons,  down  10  percent  from  last  year, 
due  to  lower  estimated  area  and  yield.  Com 
comprises  more  than  90  percent  of  China’s 
coarse  grain  crop.  Farmers  responding  to 
sharply  lower  com  prices  shifted  into 
soybeans,  vegetables,  or  other  cash  crops, 
dropping  estimated  com  area  for  2000/01  by  5 
percent  to  24.5  million  hectares.  Corn 
production  is  forecast  at  115.0  million  tons, 
down  10  percent  from  last  year’s  near-record 
crop.  The  estimated  com  yield  of  4.69  tons 
per  hectare  is  lower  than  the  5-year  average 
but  higher  than  the  drought-impacted  crop  of 
1 997/98.  Persistent  hot  and  dry  weather  in  the 
Northeast  and  parts  of  the  North  China  Plain 
in  early  summer  stressed  the  com  crop. 
Widespread  rainfall  since  July  1  has  improved 
yield  prospects  in  most  areas  of  the  North 
China  Plain.  The  Northeast  received  beneficial 
rainfall  in  August,  which  boosted  moisture 
supplies  for  the  developing  crop.  Good  yields 
are  expected  in  central  and  southwestern 
China  despite  generally  drier-than-normal 
weather  this  summer.  Barley,  sorghum,  millet, 
and  oats  are  minor  grains  in  China.  Barley  and 
sorghum  are  used  mainly  for  beer  and  hard 
liquor  production.  Millet  and  oats  are  grown 
in  marginal  agricultural  areas  primarily  as  a 
feed  grain.  Sorghum  production  is  forecast  to 
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decline  sharply  in  2000/01  due  to  drought  in 
the  major  producing  provinces  in  the 
Northeast,  but  area  and  production  for  the 
other  crops  are  expected  to  remain  at  last 
year’s  levels. 

South  Afnca:  The  2000/01  coarse  grain 
production  forecast  is  9.4  million  tons,  down 
12  percent  from  a  year  earlier  due  to  lower 
estimated  area  and  lower  com  and  sorghum 
yields.  Planting  for  the  2000/01  com  and 
sorghum  crops  will  commence  in  October 
following  the  start  of  the  rainy  season  and 
continue  through  December.  Commercial  com 
farmers  are  expected  to  respond  to  low  prices, 
high  production  costs,  and  excessive  stocks  by 
reducing  area  in  2000/01.  Assuming  normal 
yields,  com  production  may  reach  9.0  million 
tons,  down  12  percent  from  1999/2000  but 
still  much  higher  than  domestic  consumption 
of  about  8  million  tons.  The  sorghum  forecast 
of  250,000  tons  is  lower  than  last  year  due  to 
reduced  area  and  yield.  Barley  and  oat 
production  are  both  expected  to  match  last 
year’s  output. 

Australia:  The  barley  crop  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  5.9  million  tons,  up  1.4  million 
from  last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at 
3.0  million  hectares,  up  0.7  million  from  last 
year.  An  improved  price  outlook  compared  to 
other  crops  has  led  to  increased  planted  area 
this  season  in  the  larger  producing  states  of 
Western  Australia,  South  Australia,  and 
Victoria.  Malting  barley  prices  have  been 
particularly  attractive  in  Western  Australia. 
Although  there  have  been  dry  pockets. 


generally  favorable  weather  has  benefitted  the 
crop,  and  yield  potential  is  estimated  to  be 
slightly  above  average  at  1 .97  tons  per  hectare 
for  Australia  barley  production.  South 
Australia  is  the  largest  barley  producing  state, 
accounting  for  an  estimated  29  percent  of 
the  1999/2000  production.  Conditions  in 
South  Australia  have  been  very  good  this 
season  with  excellent  planting  rains.  South 
Australia  barley  yields  are  forecasted  to  be 
well  above  average  at  2.0  tons  per  hectares. 
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Ever  felt  like  you  were  trapped  inside  a  cookie  cutter, 
with  all  your  competitors  chasing  the  same  customers? 

Well,  96  percent  of  the  world  lives  outside  our  borders  and, 
with  a  little  effort  and  a  little  help,  you  can  reach  them. 

USDA’s  Ag  Export  Services  can  put  your  message  on  line  and 
in  newsletters,  translated  into  dozens  of  languages  and  in  front  of 
buyers  in  75  countries  for  $15.  And  that’s  just  for  starters. 

To  learn  how  you  can  sell  your  food  or  fiber  products 
outside  our  borders,  contact  USDA's  Ag  Export  Services. 

Phone:  202-690-3576  •  Fax:  202-690-0193 
Email:  startagexporting@fas.usda.gov 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/startagexporting.html 
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publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  US.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USD A)  prohibits  discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and  activities  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation  ,  or  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all 
prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of 
program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA  ‘s  TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice 
and  TDD) 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  1400 
Independence  Avenue,  SW.  Washington,  DC  20250-94 10  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  and  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal 
opportunity  provider  and  employer.  " 


